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KING's THEATRE. 
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Sg . Damiani arrived in London, about the gth or 1oth of July, and the OPERA 
Seaſon was fix*d to cloſe on Saturday, the gd. inſtant. In about four or five days afterwards, 
z very civil meſſage was ſent from the Direction of the Opera, to Mr. Damiani, to inform 
him, that if he had any wiſh to make his debt this. year, it would be impoſſible to bring out 
an entire new opera ; but, it Mr. Damani defired to make his firſt appearance before the cloſe 
of the ſeaſon, 1t could not be in any other opera than Medonte, which had been his original 
choice for his debut, but which before that circumſtance was known here, had been performed 
at the commencement of the ſeaſon, and which opera could therefore be performed at a very 
ſhort notice, as the company of ſingers already knew their parts; but, it was left' to Signor 
Damian} to'do exactly what he liked beſt, as he was told, that it was equally the ſame to the 
Direction of the Theatre, whether he made his Frfi ap, carance that ſeaſon, or the next, or if 
they had any choice, it would be to defer his debut to next year. To this meſſage Signor 
Damiani anſwered, that he felt ſo m ch fatizued from his journey, that he could determine 
nothing ; but in a few days after, about the 19th or 2oth of July, Signor Damiani ſent word 
to the Direction, that he wanted . 130 to pay a hill of exchange from abroad; to this requeſt 
an anſwer was ſent him, that altho' it had been unnſual to advance to performers, before they 


had made their appeorance before the public, ny ſum of money, beyond the actual expence. 


of their journey, which had always been imited to £50, yet his deſire ſhould be complied with 
as far as the £150 which he required, at the ſame time. it was propoſed to Signor Damiani, 
at as his engagement had originally been for one half of the preſent and the whole of the 
next ſeaſon, which would not now apply exactly, as the preſent ſeaſon was about to cloſe, 
vithout any performance on his part, to cancel that agreement, and make a new one, directly 
applicable to the next ſeaſon, in which alone he could be employed under it; to this Signor 
Damiani readily agreed, and upon the very next day, the £150. that he aſked was given to 
Mr. Gallarini (belonging to the theatre) to give to Sig. Damiam, who, however, declined 
to accept of the money, until the new contract ſhould be prepared and executed 
Several days paſſed, during which time, both Mr. D*Eguille and Mr. Gallarini had frequent 
ntercourſe with Sig. Damiani upon the ſubje& ; and at laſt, upon Saturday, the 3d. of Aug. 
lie contract for next ſeaſon being prepared, Sig. Damiani waited upon Mr. Taylor at the 
Vpera-Houſe, finally to ſettle every thing; in this interview, Mr. Taylor firſt informed 
Ig. Damiani, that as he was engaged for the half of the preſent, and the whole of the next 
bafon of operas at £1200, it was a very unfortunate circumſtance that he had not arrived in 
lime to perform a ſingle night in the preſent ſeaſon, and that altho' he could, on that account, 
arly and equitably claim a deduction from Sig. Damiani's ſalary, yet Mr. Taylor had de- 
ermined to take this misfortune entirely upon himſelf, by allowing Sig. Damiani for the 
ne ſeaſon only, the full ſum of £1200, as he wiſhed to treat him with liberality, of which 
© hoped, by his conduct and his talents, Sig. Damiani would prove himſelf deſerving; and 
lien in the preſence of Mr. D*Eguille and Mr. Gallarini, every article was finally agreed to 
oth by Mr. Taylor and Sig. Damiani; indeed, the only point after the ſalary was ſettled 
dat remained to diſcuſs, was the choice of the opera for his debut, to which Mr. Taylor 


eral cuſtom of the theatre, to give ſuch a power in writing to any ee , becauſe ſuch 
friormer might make choice of an opera extremely inconvenient, and unſuitable to the other 
ncipal performers, who might, by ſuch capricious and arbitrary choice be entirely, ſacrificed, 
( the intereſt of the undertaking 1 in conſequence-materially ee and that therefore this 
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An article to this purpoſe had been (but without authority) added in naly, by Mr. Da Ponte, to the original hs OTIS er vas om 
by Mr, Taylor, here in October laſt, 


uly agreed, but declined putting ſuch a condition into the contract, being contrary to the 
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| ſend him the muſic to look ever, which he did the ſame afternoon. 


EIN 
was 2 ervocdent which Mr. Taylor ought hot in the preſent, or in ahy other caſe to eſtabliſh . 
but this point was immediately ſettled by Sig. Damiani then fixing his opera for his firfi ap- 
pearance, which Made. Banti, (who was ſent for on purpoſe) not only approved, but at the 
fame time told Sig. Damiani, that ſhe ſhould ſing the part, in that or in any other o opera 
without the alteration of a ſingle word, whilſt for her, he might make in bis part Whatever 
alteration he pleaſed, adding, that as it would be equally beneficial to him and to the! intereſt 
of the undertaking of the opera, from which they were both to be paid, fo he ought to have 
the moſt favorable debut, to whom ſhe would give all the aſſiſtance in her power, and the tot. 
Sig. Damiani to be confident of his ſucceſs, as he was a performer of high reputation . 
talents, which were ever encouraged in this country, where ſhe herſelf had been now "oP 
years, and ſhe had no doubt of Sig. Damiani's remaining here for ſeveral years, which wou 
be very agreeable to her, as ſhe had determined to retire from the ſervice of the public at the 
end of the next ſeaſon of operas. Madame Banti at the fame time mentioned ic as her Opinion. 
that Signor Viganoni would feel exactly in the ſame way with herſelf, but recommended 10 
Sig. Damiani, as a civility on his part, to ſpeak to Sig. Viganoni upon the luvzect, and o 


Sig. Damiani then deſired Mr. Gallarini toprepare a contractaceording to what had been g 
ſettled, and it was in conſequence prepared; but Sig. Damiani hzving, on the Monda y follow- 
ing, (the 5th of Aug.) expreſſed to Mr. D'Eguille, his wiſh to have the opera he had choſ-; 
mentioned in his engagement, that article too, which had entirely been given up on the Salü 
day preceding, was nevertheleſs added, and even with power for him to alter his own part in it, 
as he liked, inorder to remove every idea of difficulty with Sig. Damiani, and in this (i: te. en 
tirely as Sig. Damiani himſelf had deſired and directed; the contract was ſigned by Mr. Tas lar 
on the ſame day, the fifth of Auguſt, but both parts oft not being then ready, Sig. Damian; 
declined to receive the money, until the contracts ſhould be mutually and regularly intor- 
changed between him, and Mr. Taylor, and fixt the next day for that purpoſe, -and in the 
morning, according to his own appointment, Mr. D*Eguille and Mr. Gallarini went to 815 
Damiani with the engagements, which he declined to fign or accept, as he had Ade 1 
changed his mind, and had determined to have back his original contract, as his wiſh wa 
immediately to return to the eontinent; upon this being reported to Mr. T ay lor, he r 
his utter aſtoniſhment, as every thing had been agreed to, that Mr. Damiani requeſted; and 
the more eſpecially as Mr. Taylor had agreed to allow Sig. Damiani for one ſea/on only. the full 
ſalary, which he was to have had for a ſeaſon and an half, and he defired Mr. D*Eguille and 
Mr. Gallarini to return to Sig. Damiani, and to tender him regularly the contract and the 
money, which they did, but which he refuſed to receive; referring them for his final 
determination to a letter that he had that day written to Mr. Taylor; and whilſt they were 
with Sig. Damiani, the following letter from him to Mr. Taylor was left at the Opera. Viz 


Mon ſieur, 
Avendo maturamente riflettuto alle ſue ezioni fattemi nei punti della mia ſerittura cle 
ſolo in parte la erede valida ma non in tutte le ſue condizione ; avendoni aſſerito che neſſun cantante 
ha avuto per contratto la condizione di debuttare con opera a ſuo pi iacimento, e queſto trovan. 
doſi da me intieramente falſo, vedendomi preſo a gioco, anche dopo aver agito con la maggio 
nobilta, buona fede, e delicatezza ; avendo uditi tutti li raggiri che ſi fanno, e che ſi fon {at ti a 
quei virtuoſi che ſono venuti a queſto teatro ſenza pigliare le piũ forti precauzioni ; examinando 
le maniere practicate per dilazionarmi quei pagamenti che per ogni titolo mi convengeno, © 
conſiderando che fin dal primo tempo, e prima ancora di andar in ſcena mi fi juole apparec 
chiare controverſie e diſguſti par alterare il mio fiſico, e forſe procurare il mio av viliment, 
riſolvo, e mi dichiaro in ſequela di ſi forti ragioni, di non eſſere pitr in alcun legame con lei, 
di rompere un contratto da lei ſteſſo riconoſcinto in parte illegale. A tale oggetto lu preg 
aver la bonta di mandarmi la ſerittura da me firmata che io le rimander6/la ſua; e pieno della 
piu perfetta ſtima mi ſoſerivo. 


Suo de vwe. ſer. 5 | . : 
© Cala, 6, Agoſto, 1795; 2 A VITALE DAIANI 


63) 
TRANSLATION. 
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Ila vixd maturely reflected on your objection to the articles of my engagement, of which 
„ admit only ſome part of it to be valid, but not every condition in it; you having aſſerted to me, that 
»ſinger had in his contract, the condition to make his debut with an opera at his pleaſure, and 
ding this entirely falſe ; ſeeing that I am played with, even after I have acted with the 
teſt nobility “, good faith, and delicacy ; having heard all the tricks that are making, and 
ave been made to thoſe profeſſors, who did come to this Theatre without taking the ſtrongeſt 
ations; examining the means uſed, to delay to me thoſe payments to which I am 
Fitted for every reaſon, and conſidering trom the firſt time, and before my appearing on the 
age, litigations and diſguſts are preparing againſt me, to injure my health, and perhaps to 
learten me. I do reſolve and declare, in conſequence of ſuch ſtrong reaſons, to be free 
im every ſort of tie with you, and to break a contract by yourſelf acknowledged in part 
„ valtd : "therefore I beg you to have the goodneſs to ſend me back the engagement ſigned 
and 1 ſhall ſend back your's, and with the moſt perfect eſteem, I ſubſcribe myſelf, 


y me, 
Your moſt devoted Servant, 
Rome, 6:h Auguſt, 1799. VITALE DAMIANI. 


_—_— 


Is conſequence of the above letter, Mr. Taylor ſent to Signor Damiani on the day fol- 
wing, to entreat an interview upon the ſubje& of his letter, and deſired he would bring 
(bien, who underſtood both Italian and Engliſh with him; accordingly, Signor Damiani 
wointed Thurſday morning, the 97th, when he waited upon Mr. Taylor, at the Opera- 
jouſe, accompanied by Mr. Corri, as his friend, to whom Mr. Taylor related every thing 
lat had paſſed to the concluſion of, according in every reſpect, to Mr, Damiani's wiſhes, and 
duced the contract that had been in conſequence, prepared and ſigned by Mr. Taylor, on 
he Monday preceding, and one day before the date of Sig. Damiani's letter, and this contract 
ven contaming the point that Signor Damiani himſelf had conceded, reſpecting the opera 
hat he had choſen, which was at the ſame time verified by Mr. D*Egville, and at which, 
. Corri, expreſſed his utmoſt aſtoniſhment, as he had been deſired to come to the meeting, 
irntied to believe that every thing that was reaſonable had been propoſed by Signor 
amiani, and reſiſted by Mr. Taylor; whereas he ſaw, that the direct contrary was the truth. 
Mr. Taylor then produced Signor Damiani's letter, and aſked him upon what authority 
e had charged him with telling him an abſolute falſiood, when he aſſerted, that it had not been 
Ie general cu] of the opera in London, to give by writing, to performers, the power of chu- 
ig the operas, in witch they were to make their firſt appearance, although it has been uſual 
d:\low it as an indulgence, as he muſt be aware that ſuch a charge in language ſo courſe, and 
direct, if it could not be juſtified, was a great outrage upon truth, decency, and good man. 
er; and at the ſame time, a lift of all the principal performers in the ſerious opera, who have 
ng tor the laſt ten years, was produced to Signor Damiani, and he was defired to name any 
de of them who had ſuch power; which not being able to do, Signor Damiani, at laſt, 
ance! Signora Allegranti, upon a report that he had heard in Italy: to this he was an- 
ered, that ſuch an inſtance could not apply to him, as ſhe was a comic ſinger, and he be- 
Med to the ſerious opera ; and the rule in the comic was, that the firſt woman ſinger was 
ſone the principal, and always made choice of the book, for which reaſon, ſuch a power (it 
Rind had it in writing ; which, however, Signor Damiani owned, that he was not able 
prove) would have been unneceſſary, whereas, in the ſerious opera, there were three prin- 
Pat performers of equal rank and conſideration, namely, the firſt man, the firſt woman, and 
A the tenor, all of whom, it had been the invarible cuſtom of the Theatre in London to con- 
tin the choice of every opera : but even ſuppoling the caſe of Allegranti's to be true, and 
at Mr. Daponte, without power or authority, and contrary to the general rule and cuſtom of 
4 heatre, allowed by poſtſcript to Mr. Taylor's original engagement ſuch a power to her, 
had done'to Signor Damiani himſelf; did he conſider ſuch an inſtance as a ſufficient 
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- cordingly ſent the ſame day to Mr. Greenland, to whom the following day, Mr. Tay lor g. 


('4 9 


juſtification for him to charge his employer with ſtating an abſolute falſehood, when he }, 
aTerted the general rule to be otherwiſe. —And Sig. Damiani was called upon to ſpecify ; 
prove a ſingle inſtance applicable to himſelf, of performers of his deſcription, which howey, 
he could not do. | 5 
Mr. Taylor then interrogated Sig. Damiani upon the ſecond charge in his letter, reſpeg 
ing performers, who had heen ill-treated by Mr. Taylor in this country, and the only on 
that he could inſtance, was Fabrizzi; upon which it was obſerved, that he had been extreme 
unfortunate in his choice, as Fabrizzi had behaved very well, and had in conſequence hes, 
extremely well treated, for which ſhe herſelf, had expreſſed great gratitude to Mr. Tayly 
before her departure ; that it was well known to every- body, that her powers were hy 
moderate; that ſhe had been brought here at a ſalary far above her talents; yet, in ord, 
to make her journey hither worth her while, ſhe was retained for a ſecond ſeaſon, and 0 
benefit having failed the firſt year, ſhe declined giving one the ſecond ſeaſon, and in conf 
deration of that diſappointment, Mr. Taylor, out of his own liberality, gave Mad. Fabriz 
a preſent of £150, over and above her ſalary. 
Sig. Damiani was then aſked, if by the laſt charge in his letter, of preparations hein 
now begun to be made againſt him at his debut, he meant Mr. Taylor, and he replied th 
he did not; upon which it was remarked to him, that if that charge was meant to apply t 
the performers, or other perſons belonging to the theatre, he ought to ſpecify whom by name 
and not leave a general, and unjuſtifiable obloquy againſt them all: But on this point, Si 
Damiani choſe to remain filent. 7 
Mr. Taylor then called for Sig. Damiani's original agreement, which according to! 
requeſt he returned to him, and at the ſame time obſerved, that he certainly would not hay 
detained Sig. Damiani in this country againſt his will, as in ſuch a caſe, he could not hay 
expected any benefit from his ſervices, if not the direct contrary ; but Mr. Taylor expreſſ 
his great regret, that Sig. Damiani had not deſired his reſignation with civility, inſteado 
the very great outrage he had committed on him by bringing diſtin charges, not one 
which he could ſupport ; the firft of which, ſo very great an inſult, as to amount to a breac 
of the law: and for the whole he conceived, that ſome reparation was due Tom Sig. De 
miani, whom, however, Mr. Taylor added, he knew to have been adviſed in what he hat 
done by ſome unprineipled wretches, who, becauſe they could not obtain employment (0 
rather emolument) from the undertaking, were ever ready to foment cabals and create dil 
turbances among the performers, regardleſs of thoſe who might fall victims of their machina 
tions; and Sig. Damiani was told, that if he would give up thoſe wretches to juſtice, 
would do a meretorious act to ſociety, and a particular benefit to profeſſors, lixe him{ 
coming from abroad, and unfortunately falling into ſuch hands; and he was defired to conlidt 
of this propoſition, and make Mr. Taylor acquainted with his determination. In conſeques 
of Signor Damiani's cancelling his engagement, Mr. Taylor, the ſame day, engaged for tl 
next ſeaſon, Signor Benelli, who was then upon the eve of his departure. 


We, whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, verify the truth of Ihe above ſtatement. 


J. D'EGVILLE, 
J. GALLARINI. 


Two Days after this paſſed, Mr. Taylor ſent for Mr. Corri, and entreated to know d 
Damiani's intention upon this point, which Mr. Corri ſaid were, that he would give up nobol 
but if he was forced, he would ſpeak the truth.” Upon the ſame day, Mr. Taylor ! 
accidently in the ſtreet with Mr. Greenland, who immediately mentioned the matter of 
Damiani, and defired to know the real truth of the matter: Mr. Taylor anſwered, th! 
was a long ſtory, and therefore he would ſend Mr. Greenland the papers to look over, ® 
judge for himſelf of Sig. Damiani's conduct. The original contract, given in Italy, th 
ther with the renewed engagement here, and Sig. Damiani's letter to Mr. Taylor were! 


his conſent to return to Sig. Damiani the renewed engagement, provided he found him lo 
ſible of his former miſconduẽt as might give ſome aſſurance of his future good behaviouf, 
that he would avoid the advice by which he had been ſo much miſguided; but to 


— 
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Greenland's great diſappointment, Sig. Damiani declined to accept of this engagement, and 
only promiſed to furniſh him within a few days of the conditions, upon which he would be. 
prevailed upon to remain London ; Mr. Taylor, accordingly upon Saturday, the 24th of 


ped Auguſt, received from Mr. Greenland a note, of which the following 1 is a * 
Y Ong 


mel | r 


bee 


v1 32, Mancheſter Street, 23d. Auguſt, 1799. 
Or 


* « Mr. GREENLAND's compliments to Mr. TAYLOR; has this moment received from Mr. 
ord % DAMIANT propoſals, which, he thinks, may lead to conciliate matters between them; Mr. G. is 
id het « obliged to leave town on Sunday Morning for two or three days, will be engaged 'till fix o'clock to- 
con( « morrow, would be happy to ſee Mr. Taylor in the Evening, and to ſhew the ſaid propoſals; now ſtating 
briz; « the principal alterations for the term of Mr. Taylor, viz. 


1. THAT Ms. D. SHALL AT ALL TIMES, WHEN NOT SINGING IN THE OPERA-HOUSE, 


"EY - 3s AT LIBERTY TO SING AT ANY OTHER PLACE FOR HIS OWN BENEFIT. 


d the 
ply i . THAT Ma. TAYLOR SHALL PAY HIM {£:259 FOR THE SEASON; viz. £259 ON SIGN- 
nan « 1NG THE ENGAGEMENT, AND THE RESIDUE IN THREE EQUAL PAYMENTS, WHICH 
t, S TRE OPERA BANKERS SHALL GUARANTEE. 


toll 4 TO HAVE A free BENEFIT ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE HOLY WEEE. THE EN- 
t b © TERTAINMENTS OF HIS OWN CHUSING. 
t hay 
preſle | 
dead 5. NEW DRESSES IN EVERY OPERA. 


I 6. © TO GIVE four ORDERS FOR ONE PERSON EACH, FOR THE GALLERY, AND TWO 


g. vi * EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT FOR THE PIT.” 


4. * LIBERTY TO CHANGE THE MUSIC IN ANY OPERA. 


he hat 

vent (0 ——— RR 

ate dil 

"= To which letter, Mr. Taylor inſtantly returned. 
ice, 


"of 
hn « $18, 
conſide 
equen * I would with great pleaſure wait upon you, if I ſaw a chance of its tending to any good purpofe ; 


d for tl * but the conditions, which Sig. Damiani requeſts, are not in my power to grant, being directly contrary 
* toa ſolemn truſt, eſtabliſhed in the year 1792, when the intereſts of this Theatre, and thoſe of the late 
Pantheon Opera were conſolidated together'”....* wherein it is particularly laid down as the rule to be 
* obſerved in the future engagements with all performers, that none of them ſhall have liberty to ſing at any 
© ther place, whilſt employed at the Opera, and that no free benefits ſhall be granted.“ .. And the other 
articles are entirely inadmiſſable, being new in themſelves, and, in my opinion, highly unreaſonable, 
nas leading to precedents dangerous to the very exiſtence of the undertaking as a property, and therefore 
not to be entertained for a ſingle moment. And Lord KI NN AIR D, the banker of the Theatre, who is 
alſo one of the Truſtees, would not allow a ſingle guinea to be paid to any performer under an engage - 


ment, containing any other conditions than thoſe recognized by the Truſt.“ 


* Lam, however, till willing, if Sig. Damiani chuſes, to give him an engagement in the uſual eſta- 
* bliſhed manner that the other performers have theirs; for inſtance, in the ſame form as Madame BANTI, 
* and Signor VIFMANON I, the other principal Singers in the Serious Opera, allowing him the ſame ſalary 
© forthe next ſeaſon alone, which he was to have have had for the half of the preſent and the whole of 
* the next; and when I make this offer, I really think, that under the circumſtances of his not performing 
2 at all this ſeaſon, (not to lay any ſtreſs, upon the unexampled inſult that he had the temerity to offer 


me perſonally, as you know) 1 a&t with great liberality towards Sig. Damiani, whoſe anſwer however, 


of 


A 24:6.) 


” I requeſt to be ſent to me by ten o'clock on Monday next, when this offer to ceaſe binding on my part, 
„ as 1 have made up my mind not to be kept in any longer ſuſpence reſpeQing the other arrangements, 
« which 1 may judge it proper to make for my undertaking.” 
© I remain, with much Reſpect, 
% Sir, 


6 Your moſt obedient, 


King's Theatre, «© Humble Servant, 


Saturday Noon, 24th Aug. 1799. 
„ N. Aae.“ 


„% P.S, Sig. Damiani ſhall have a ſecurity for his ſalary, upon his either giving a ſimilar ſecurity fo, 
the performance on his part of the agreement, or on condition, that the lecurity ſhall aun, when he 


* ceaſes or refuſes to do his duty.“ 


AuGusTus GREENLAND, Ez9, 


By Sig. Damiani's original engagement he was to have had 125ol. for a ſeaſon 
and a half; Mr, Taylor, frankly offered at firſt, to allow him the ſame ſum for one ſeaſon 
only; but, inſtead of being impreſſed with the liberality of that offer, Signor Damiani now 
requires, in addition, to have a free benefit; an object in money of 25ol. which added to hii 
falary, make together 15o0l. and he beſides requires dreſſes, which would at leaſt be 600. 
and admiſſions to the value of 10ol. more, beſides 7ool. given to Signor Beneli, who was on 
the eve of his departure, but whom Mr. Tay lor re-engaged as ſoon as Signor Damiani broke 
his engagemet, making altogether an expence far exceeding the ſum of 20001. which, caleu— 
lating the ſerious opera to be performed one half the ſeaſon, which has ſeldom been the caſe, 

would be about 100l. a night, at the ſame time, that if he ſhould have any great ſucceſs in the 
Theatre, the attraction of it would be proportionally counteracted by his performance at other 
places; whilſt of courſe, he would remain a monſtrous load of expence upon the undertaking 
of the opera; ſo great indeed, that if all the performers were to be paid according in proportion, 
upon compariſon to their different talents, three times the amount of the preſent fubſcription, 
and treble price of admiſſion at the doors, with full audiences, would be barely ſufficient 9 
defray the expences of the ſalaries of performers only: beſides, the Subſcribers themſelves 
would never conſent to accept as a principal performer at the Opera, a perſon they might heal 
at any other place. To ſuch propoſitions, the effect of a deliberate Italian conſpiracy, again 
the intereſts of the undertaking of the Opera, there was but one anſwer that honeitly could be 
given, and Signor Damiani inſtantly had it. Other arrangements have in conſequence beet 
made, which now make it impoſſible to retain Sig. Damiani, without loading the undertzking 
of the Opera with an expence that it cannot bear, It has been deemed adviſeable to pri 
this authentic account of all that has paſt reſpecting Sig. Damiani, in order to avoid milre; 
- preſentations both here and abroad, by ſhewing that neither the eſtabliſhed rules and cuſtons 
of the Italian Opera in London, nor the real intereſts of that undertaking, would allow of ti 
new and extravagant pretenſions of Sig. Damiani. | 
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